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Editor’s Miscellany 


How do you like the Handbook? All of us 
who had a part—even a small part—in the 
interesting job of getting the material to- 
gether and organizing it into its final state 
are very much pleased with the result, and 
we hope that the members, whose handbook 
it is, will feel the same. Greatest credit is 
due the editor, who did the impossible 
when he got it out in such beautiful shape 
in such record time, and his board takes this 
opportunity of expressing its amazement 
and admiration. 

It is your handbook. We hope that you 


will find it an interesting as well as a useful 
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reference book on the Sierra Club. We hope 
that it will prove so to future members, It 
will of course be revised from time to time. 
As it is your book, it is for you to suggest 
what you think might be added to give it 
more value, or even what you think should 
be eliminated. The editorial board wil] wel- 


come any suggestions for improvement of 
‘ 





future revisions—although it does not prom- 


ise to follow all of them! 

x * x 
Have you seen Sierra Nevada—Range of 
Light, the latest in the American Mountain 
The 


Sierra Club is well represented among the 


Series, published by Vanguard Press? 


various authors. David R. Brower, Weldon 
F, Heald, Oliver Kehrlein, and Francois E. 
Matthes have each contributed a section t 
the book, which will be reviewed in the an- 
nual Sierra Club Bulletin, 

* * x 
Ski-cam ping trips are being scheduled again 
this vear, the first being a week-end trip to 
Mount Ralston and Desolation Valley, for 
4th class skiers or better, January 10-11, the 
leader being Roy Spring. Interested skiers 
should get in touch with him at 2710 Hille- 
gas St., Berkeley (THornwall 3-4527). A 
detailed, statewide schedule of ski-mountain- 
eering and ski-camping trips for this winter 
will appear in the January SCB. 

* * x 
We repeat our announcement from the Oc- 
tober Sierra C/ub Bulletin which asked for 
M.D.s, senior medical 


who wish to volunteer for first-aid duty at 


students, or nurses 


Clair Tappaan Lodge during the coming ski 
season. Any volunteers are asked to get in 
touch with Dr. Raymond M. Brown, Medi- 
cal Department, San Quentin, California. A 
roster will be made monthly. Board and 
room are provided for week ends and for 


we ey 


holidays. 





The b 
rectors 
ber 60; 
attend 
Kings 
Major 
NPS R 
L. Ge 
Grubb 
Holm: 
highli: 
discuss 
agendi 
Cor 
ington 
by the 
tendec 
repres 
dent. 
impre 
conser 
Secret 
would 
nation 
chang 
servat 
Recla 
tigatic 
unless 
retary 
vation 
partm 
possib 
withi 
tion 
gestec 
that t 
tende 
design 
In th 


argue 


>. We hope 
nembers, It 
ne to time. 
to Suggest 

to give it 

ink should 
1 will wel- 
vement of 
' 


not prom- 


-Range of 
Mountain 
ress? The 
mong the 
+, Weldon 
rancois F, 
section to 


in the an- 


led again 
id trip to 
alley, for 
O-11, the 
ted skiers 
10 Hille- 
1527). A 
10untain- 


is winter 


the Oc- 
isked for 
yr nurses 

duty at 
ming ski 
o get in 
1, Medi- 
ornia. A 
ard and 
and for 


a ie 





SIERRA CLUB BULLETIN, DECEMBER, 1947 3 


The Directors Meeting in Summary 


The business meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors was held in San Francisco on Decem- 
ber 6; all the directors were present. Also 
attending, upon invitation, were Sequoia- 
Kings superintendent Eivind T. Scoyen, 


Major Owen A. Tomlinson, director of 
NPS Region IV, and chapter chairmen James 
L. Gorin (Southern California), Edward 
Grubb (San Bay), and Fred 


Holmes (Mother Lode). Following are the 


Francisco 


highlights and conclusions of a seven-hour 
discussion of the twenty-seven items on the 
agenda. 

Conservation Conference -—The Wash- 
ington Conference held December 1 and 2 
by the Department of the Interior and at- 
tended by Bestor Robinson as Sierra Club 
representative was reviewed by the presi- 
dent. He reported that Scretary Krug was 
impressed and pleased with the strength of 
conservationists; as long as he remained 
Secretary of the Interior (1) the department 
would oppose any change of national-park or 
national-monument boundaries unless the 
changes were favored by the principal con- 
servation groups, and (2) the Bureau of 
Reclamation would not undertake the inves- 
tigation of dam sites affecting national parks 
unless the Park Service concurred. The Sec- 
retary planned to appoint a five-man conser- 
vation liaison committee. Moreover, the De- 
partment officials were impressed with the 
possibilities of controlling private lands 
within national parks through the applica- 
tion of land-use zoning, a procedure sug- 
gested by Mr. Robinson. It was pointed out 
that the zoning concept could well be ex- 
tended to the end that wilderness areas be 
designated in the public national-park lands. 
In the subsequent, lengthy discussion it was 


argued that the parks were set aside to be 


preserved as wilderness in the first place, and 
that such zoning would be superfluous. How- 
ever, the consensus was that the original 
national-park act was not enough, as illus- 
trated in several heavily developed park 
areas such as Yosemite. It was voted that the 
president should appoint a committee to con- 
fer with the National Park Service on zoning. 

Olympic National Park.—“\f a small boy 
announces that he wants the whole apple, 
you don’t give it to him to let him take one 
bite.” This analogy, brought back from the 
Conference by Mr. Robinson, was used by a 
Department of Interior official to illustrate 
the Department’s present feeling about legis- 
lation affecting the park. No date has yet 
been set for the public hearing on the park 
bills in Washington, D.C. 

Jackson Hole—lIt was brought out at the 
Conference that public opinion in Wyoming 
itself had swung over to the monument and 
to the retention of its present boundaries. 
There 


however, who were quite anxious to get their 


were still some grazing interests, 
stock on all possible public land, where they 
had to pay only one fifth of what grazing 
was worth elsewhere, and who considered 
Jackson Hole to be an area that conserva- 
tionists would not or could not protect too 
well. The stock-grazing potential of the 
area is nevertheless insignificant, except for 
its use by wildlife, principally elk. In the 
protection afforded the elk by their summer 
and winter range in Yellowstone and Jack- 
son Hole, respectively, the range is now 
overloaded. It had been suggested that lim- 
ited public hunting would keep the herd 
down to the proper range load, and would 
put sportsmen and conservationists on com- 
mon ground in protecting the monument. 


The sense of the meeting was that the sug- 
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Walter Starr 


questioned the sportsmanship of hunting the 


gestion was not workable. 
elk, which would be “like shooting a cow.” 

Ansel Adams told the directors that he 
had discussed the Jackson Hole matter with 
Bernard DeVoto, and that another in the 
series of DeVoto articles opposing the West- 
ern land grab would appear in Harper’s for 
January. 

Natural Resources Council —The sum of 
$100 was voted to continue the Sierra Club’s 
participation in this organization, which, it 
was pointed out, has done excellent infor- 
mative work. 

Butano Forest—The Sierra Club support 
of acquisition of Butano Forest as a state 
park was reafirmed, and it was agreed that 
all possible assistance should be given the 
Butano Association. It was 


newly formed 


pointed out that a first, important step had 





not yet been completed—the securing of an 
option on the Pacific Lumber Company land. 
No figure had yet been named that was 
within the scope of donation-financing. 
Honorary life members.—The director: 
unanimously voted honorary life member- 
ships for Carl P. Russell, Chief 
Naturalist of the National Park Service and 
new Superintendent of Yosemite National 
Park; Perry 
California Region of the Forest Service; 
and Lyle F. Watts, Chief Forester of the 
Forest Service. A resolution of appreciation 


National Park 


Service and to those who enjoy ed the na- 


former 


\. Thompson, Director of the 


of his contribution to the 


tional parks was voted to Colonel John R. 
White, retiring superintendent of Sequoia 
and Kings Canyon national parks, 
National-park activities—The report on 
inappropriate activities in Yosemite was re- 
Re- 


port on concessions in national parks had 


ceived. It was observed that the Collin 


been filed with the Secretary of the Interior, 
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and it was voted that a copy of the report 
be requested of the Secretary, inasmuch as 
the Sierra Club was vitally interested jp 
comparing any action taken on the report by 
the Department with action recommended, 

Shand Memorial Hut.—An interim re. 
port on possible sites for the hut was dis 
cussed, but the matter was left in the hands 
of the Lodge Committee, to which it had 
previously been referred for study and 
recommendations. The informal suggestion 
that a Teton National Park site be chosen, 
and that the Park Service assist the construc- 
tion, was believed to be quite divergent from 
the original request that the memorial hut be 
situated in the Sierra, in Yosemite or south 
of it, and that it be built and cared for by 
Sierra Club members as other club memo- 
rial huts have been. 

Grisevold Memorial Fund —Upon recom- 
mendation of the Natural Science Section 
of the Bay Chapter, it was voted that this 
fund, donated by friends of the late Ralph 
5. Griswold, be expended by the Library 
Committee for books in the field of natural 
history, the books to carry a suitable memo- 
rial bookplate. 

‘ub membership—Mr. 


ported that membe rship would be 5,993 on 


Leonard re- 


C/iup 
December 31, when the names on the cur- 


rent list were accepted, and that the total 


1 


would be approximately 6,150 one month 
later, when the next group of applicants be- 
came members. He also reported on an ac- 
tuarial study of the cost of life membership. 
With the $100 cost of a membership bear- 
ing interest at 4 per cent and amortized for 
the expected period of membership, the club 
in effect loses money on persons who become 
life members before they are 32, and makes 
money on those who become so later—pro- 
vided they die when actuarians think thes 


should, which is presumably a rare occur- 
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we 





rence in a club whose members enjoy the 
healthful outdoor life. It costs the club 
$131 to service a 12 year old for life— 
philanthropy in reverse. 

Analysis of the change in membership 


during 1947 is as follows: 





Chapter Dropped Members Net gain 

1947 31 Dec. 1947 

S. F. Bay 275 3282 656 
So. Calif. 147 1778 68 
Loma Prieta 29 390 82 
Mother Lode 7 178 33 
Riverside 10 75 1 
General 25 __290 79 
Toral 493 5993 919 


Editorial —Mr. Brower gave an interim 
report on the Editorial Board’s question- 
naire, returns of which will be summarized 
in the SCB when all 300 are in—that is, 
when the 98 members who have not yet 
mailed in their completed blanks do so. The 
first copies of the member’s handbook were 
listributed to the directors by the editor, 
culminating a project initiated in 1938. 
Conservation contest—It was voted that 
the Board approved the idea of a high school 
conservation contest similar to that con- 
ducted in spring this year, but accepted Mr. 
Kehrlein’s recommendation against a repeti- 
tion of the joint sponsorship, and empow- 
ered the Executive Committee to approve 
the details of any subsequent similar contest. 
Loma Prieta 
that the chapter boundaries be enlarged to 
include Monterey, San Benito, and Santa 


boundaries.—It was voted 


Cruz counties—an area previously not un- 
der any chapter’s jurisdiction, yet within 
the sphere of Loma Prieta Chapter activi- 
ties. 

Mother Lode boundaries—The bound- 
aries of this chapter were revised to include 
Solano County east of the Vaca Mountains. 

Insurance. — Recommendations of the 
Insurance Committee for more accurately 


designated coverage were approved. 


San Francisco office —Recommendations 
by Mr. Weiler, chairman of the Library 
Committee, and Secretary Leonard with 
respect to increasing the facilities and re- 
lieving congestion were referred, for final 
recommendations and subsequent action by 
the Executive Committee, to a special com- 
mittee on rooms: John P. Schagen (C), 
Grubb, Leonard, and Weiler. Further space 
will be sought to accommodate the growing 
library and growing office staff of a rapidly 
growing club. The present quarters were de- 
signed for the club when it was less than 
half its present size. 

Climbing and skiing awards—Discussion 
of the merits of issuing badges for climbing 
various groups of peaks, led to the approval 
of the following policy for the club: all 
committees wishing to issue certificates or 
badges must see that safety requirements are 
adequately met by the applicant whenever 
the matter of safety is involved. The Win- 
ter Sports Committee’s ski-test pins, for ex- 
ample, signify that tests have been passed 
which measure a skier’s ability not only to 
ski well, but also to make ski tours or ski- 
mountaineering trips safely, Similarly, it 
would be required of a mountaineer who 
climbed 14,000-foot summits for the five- 
peaks award that he satisfy any awarding 
committee that he had climbed with a party 
of the proper strength and had used the 
equipment and technique that should be ex- 
pected on the peaks in question. It was not the 
Board’s feeling that there should suddenly. 
be a rush to devise tests, pins, and peak-col- 
lecting trips, but merely that if contests were 
conducted, safety requirements should gov- 
ern. 

Wilderness Conference-—The president 
reported that he had delayed the appoint- 
ment of a committee on the High Sierra 
Wilderness Conference proposed at the 
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——___. 


Kings Canyon meeting until he had ob- the survey could be completed in the spr; 
g } g ] I pring 





served the progress of the Interior Depart- of 1948, at which time the Huntington ” g 

ment’s Conservation Conference. Lake region, the east side of the Sierra, and eg 
Nominating Committee—Robert Lip- other gaps in the air-photographic cover. “4 as 

man (C), Herbert L. Breed, James L. Go- age could be filled in, It was voted that $159 ne 


rin, Dorothy Huggins, Dorothy Sandstrom, 


be included in the 1948 budget for this 


moving 


Vivian Schagen, Freda Walbrecht. Alter- purpose. are 
nates, Larry Burnley, Andrew O. Porter. Tioga Road realignment—Mr. Brower ae 

Judges of Election —J]udges of the 1947 had, prior to the meeting, sent to the direc. se fi 
election were reappointed, the following tors a copy of an article concerning the un- _ 


names being added: Martha Kreutzberger, 
Emerson LeClerq. 

Annual Dinner—I\t was voted that the 
1948 Annual Dinner be held the first Sat- 
urday in May, in conjunction with the or- 
ganization meeting of the directors. This 
would serve as an appropriate time to intro- 


duce newly elected officers, would be at a 


the Tioga Road, 
submitted to the Sierra Club Bulletin by 
Professor Harold C. Bradley, together with 


completed portion of 


Brower’s arguments in favor of publication 
of the article. It was the sense of the Board 
that publication would not be wise because 
the Tioga Road plans which the article 


sought to change were plans for which the 


taineerl 
display 

of each 
climbin 
striking 
gion. T 


respons 


period when banquet facilities were more club itself had been largely responsible; ea 
easily obtained, and would be a little farther the club, in contributing to those plans had ies hi 
removed from the holiday strain on calen- felt, and still felt, it could stand guard Beene 
dars and budgets. It was voted that the out- against any threat to the Tuolumne Mead- Park. 
going president should administer arrange- ows region that the complete realignment of 

ments for the dinner. the ‘Tioga Road might bring about. Mr. Hu- 

Ski terrain survey —Mr. Clark reported ber was appointed chairman of a committee Phe a 
on progress of the survey as wel] as on recent to confer with the Park Service on the de- — 
meetings with Mr. James Gibson, of the tailed plans for the realignment between eat 
Forest Service, and said that Mr. Richard White Wolf and Tenaya summit, the last ial, 
Felter, chairman of the survey, hoped that link in a modern highway between Yosem- einie asl 
with the continued help of Lowell Sumner _ ite Valley and Tioga Pass. D.R.B. lias 

Yosem 

The Annual Dinner — and Innovations directe 

gineer 

A number of innovations marked the Sierra outlined clearly the main conservation prob- se le 
Club’s Annual Dinner and Dance held after lems which have been before the club this vat th 
the Directors’ Meeting on December 6. One past year, and those which are still before the Is 
of the most successful was that there was it, and once again stressed the need for all — 
only one main speaker and that was the members to support the club on these issues at foe 
president of the club, Bestor Robinson. It whenever necessary. of Yo 
was a fine opportunity for the president to Among the guests at the speakers’ table iaied 
talk to the club about the matters which are were several old friends from the National -s 
of greatest concern, and an opportunity also Park Service: Colonel John White, who is Ein 


for the members to hear. President Robinson 


retiring, Frank Kittredge, Eivind Scoyen, 


rector 
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and Dr. Carl Russell, whose new appoint- 
ments have been announced elsewhere in 
this issue. They were introduced and re- 
sponded with a few brief remarks. 

Another innovation was that instead of 
moving pictures and slides to amuse the non- 
dancing guests, there were fine exhibits by 
four of the standing committees of the club. 
This was a very vivid way of showing some 
of the club’s main activities. The Moun- 
taineering Committee had a comprehensive 
display of climbing gear, with explanations 
of each item to show its importance in safe 
climbing; equipment for camping, and some 
striking photographs of the Waddington re- 
gion. The Southern Califonia Chapter was 
responsible for the very fine exhibit put on 
by the Conservation Committee. The graphic 
posters by Ralph Mocine, depicting the re- 
cent histories of boundary problems at San 
Gorgonio, Jackson Hole, Olympic National 
Park, and Joshua Tree National Monu- 


National Park Service 
The appointment of two new superinten- 
dents for major national parks and the 
transfer of four other National Park Service 
oficials was announced recently by Secre- 
tary of the Interior J. A. Krug. 

Frank A. Kittredge, superintendent of 
Yosemite National Park, will come to the 
director’s office in Washington as chief en- 
gineer and assistant chief of development 
in charge of engineering activities through- 
out the Park Service. Mr. Kittredge succeeds 
the late Arthur W. Burney. Dr. Carl P. 
Russell, for the past nine years chief natural- 
ist for the Service, becomes superintendent 
of Yosemite. John E. Doerr, asistant chief 
naturalist, will become chief naturalist, suc- 
ceeding Dr. Russell. 

Eivind Scoyen, now associate regional di- 


rector of Region Three of the Park Service, 
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ments and previously shown by the southern- 
ers at their annual chapter dinner, were lent 
for this occasion. The Editorial Board exhib- 
ited publications of the Sierra Club, includ- 
ing old and new Bualletin:, “‘Bimonthlies,” 
climbing guides, schedules, chapter news- 
papers—but read your new Handbook for a 
complete list! 

A committee which functions quietly 
and is publicized very little (except in the 
Yodeler) is the Library Committee. Effec- 
tive photographs of the committee at work, 
an explanation of the cataloguing, and other 
intricate but interesting phases of library 
procedure, revealed this committee as a very 
busy and very essential group. 

The third innovation, which is of great 
interest to all, will not occur until next year. 
It was announced that the next annual din- 
ner instead of being held in December, will 
take place after the Directors’ meeting in 


May. Ht. 


Officials Transferred 

in Santa Fe, will transfer to the superin- 
tendency of Sequoia and Kings Canyon na- 
tional parks. Mr. Scoyen, who was the first 
superintendent of Kings Canyon after its 
establishment by Congress in 1940, moves 
into the position occupied for more than a 
quarter of a century by Col. John R. White, 
who recently retired. 

Frank A. Kittredge, who has had 20 years 
service with the National Park System, is a 
civil engineer by profession, a graduate of 
the University of Washington School of En- 
gineering. “He will bring to his work as 
chief engineer a wide experience in park 
affairs in addition to his engineering know]- 
edge,” says Newton B. Drury, Director of 
the Park Service, in announcing these per- 
sonnel changes. “Work on roads, trails, park- 


ways, structures and utilities was virtually 
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halted during the war. Now that construc- 
tion is being resumed, the Service has before 
it many problems that cal] for both engineer- 
ing talent and the kind of solicitude for 
natural and historic values which Mr. Kitt- 
redge has shown in his work as superinten- 
dent of Yosemite.” 

Dr. Russell, who replaces Mr. Kittredge, 
has been with the National Park Service for 
24 years. He was park naturalist at Yosemite 
from 1923 to 1930, during which one of 
his accomplishments was the planning of the 
Yosemite Museum. From 1937 to 1939 he 
was Regional Director in charge of the ad- 
ministration of natural park areas in the 
East and South. He is the author of One 
Hundred Years in Yosemite, recently re- 
issued by the University of California Press. 

“Dr. Russell possesses a fund of knowledge 
of this great park,” says Drury, “and an ap- 
preciation of its scenic and scientific values. 
He will continue the work of his predecessor 
in protecting the area and resisting trends 


that would impair its greatness. He will lead, 


too, in the interpretation of the natural 
tures of Yosemite.” 

Mr. Doerr also has had wide experig 
in the National Park Service in both p 
sional and administrative capacities. Hel 
first employed in 1931 at Hawaii Nath 
Park, where he organized and conducted 
interpretative program. He has also had 
lar assignments at Crater Lake (Ore.) 
at Rocky Mountain (Colo.) national 
During the war he served as Acting Supé 
tendent of Rocky Mountain National 
Before coming to the Service, he headed 
Department of Geology at North Da 
State Agricultural College for four ye 

Mr. Scoyen has the distinction of ha 
been born in Yellowstone National 
and he was first employed there during s 
mer vacations from 1913 to 1916. Ente 
the Service there as a ranger in 1921, he 
Zion 


Bryce Canyon, Glacier, Sequoia and Ki 


since been superintendent of 


Canyon national parks before his appa 


ment to his present position in 1943. 


New Forest Supervisors Named 


Regional Forester Perry A. Thompson has 
announced that the new supervisor of the 
National Forest will be 


San Bernardino 


Norman J. Farrell, who transfers to San 
Bernardino January 1 from supervisorship 
of the Shasta National Forest. 

Robert E. Jones will become supervisor of 
the Shasta, with headquarters at Mount 
Shasta, by promotion from assistant super- 
visor of the Plumas National Forest. 

Supervisor Farrell is a 40-year-old na- 
tive Californian. He will be returning to 
familiar country, having spent six years in 
southern California on the Cleveland Na- 
tional Forest. A graduate of University of 


California School of Forestry, he entered 


the U. S. Forest Service 15 years ago. In 
earlier assignments he served as junior 
ester and district ranger on several nati¢ 
forests in California. 

Mr. Jones, 45, has gained wide experiet 
in National Forest administration during 
21 years in the Forest Service and has d 
outstanding work in fire control and tim 
management. Obtaining his degree from# 
New York State College of Forestry 
1925, he started on the Klamath forest 
1926 and worked up through the ranks 
become assistant supervisor of the Angé 
forest in 1935. He then served on the § 
islaus and Sequoia forests before going 
the Plumas in 1943. 





1atural § 


experig 


o had § 
Ore.) 





during i= 
1 has doit 
ind timbgh 
> from 
orestry 
1 forest in 
e ranks 7 
e Angele 
1 the Stamm 
going @ 





